
 
 
  

New Rural and Wildlife Crime Online 
Reporting Tool 
Derbyshire Constabulary have recently 
introduced a new online reporting tool for both 
Wildlife Crime and Rural Crime.  

We are encouraging people to use these 
reporting tools to report non urgent matters to 
the police. Any wildlife or rural crime will be 
brought to the attention of the Rural Crime 
Team. 

If what you are reporting requires a more urgent 
response or it relates to an offence happening at 
the time call 999.  

The link below will take you to the reporting 
page on the force website, then select either 
‘report a rural crime’ or ‘report a wildlife crime’.  

Report | Derbyshire Constabulary 

Spring Feature - Witnessing a crime and 
reporting it to the police 

The police rely on calls and information from 
members of the public reporting crimes and on 
members of the public being witnesses to 
criminal behaviour. 

If you are unfortunate enough to find yourself in 
the position where you witness a crime, either 
after it has happened or indeed a crime in 
progress, the aim of this article is to help you to 
remember and consider some points which may 
help you be more accurate with your report and 
be a better witness.  
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No one wants to witness a crime. It can be an 
upsetting, unsettling and even frightening 
experience. The first thing that should be at 
the forefront of your mind should be your 
own safety and the safety of others who may 
be with you or nearby.  

The police will never ask or expect members 
of the public to take action to prevent a crime 
in progress. Nor will we criticise anyone for 
not taking action. Your personal safety should 
be your top priority. Do not put yourself in 
danger or at risk of injury. It is much better 
to stand off and concentrate on exactly what 
you are witnessing. Than to become involved 
in something which may lead to conflict or 
even violence.  

Clearly this is a personal decision and one 
which may not sit well with some people, but 
the decision to take action, in a situation 
where there is a potential for conflict, is not 
one to be taken lightly. 

Sometimes a simple shout or warning that the 
perpetrators are being watched or have been 
seen, and that police have been called is 
enough to prevent what is happening.  

On other occasions it may be better to just 
watch carefully, capture photographs or video 
if you can, or write down what you are seeing.  

Where photographs or video footage isn’t 
possible, accurate physical descriptions of 
people and vehicles are very important.  

With people, it’s important to note accents, 
what’s said in conversation, names used, and 
clothing. Criminals have a tendency to swap or 
discard items of identifiable clothing, but it 
should be noted that this rarely applies to 
footwear or gloves, which if brightly coloured 
or readily identifiable may help link someone 
to the scene of a crime.  

With vehicles, the full registration number is 
the most important detail, along with the 
make and colour and any obvious 
distinguishing marks – things like accident 
damage, additional aerials, stickers, roof racks 
or bars, spot lamps, even a noisy exhaust or 
missing wing-mirror may assist a later 
identification.  

If you witness a crime where more than one 
person is involved, try to take a note of who 
did what, where and when.  

 
 

 
 

 



 
 
 If the persons leave the scene of the crime 

before police arrive, take note of the direction 
they went in and pass that to the police at the 
earliest opportunity. 

If you are reporting a crime in progress to the 
police via the 999 system, your call will 
automatically go to the relevant control room. 

Listen carefully to what the operator is asking 
for. You will be asked for personal details like 
your name and address, and to confirm a 
contact number. This is to enable us to call you 
back if the call is lost. 

Accurate locations are important to enable 
police officers to be despatched at the earliest 
opportunity.  

It will also help if you can provide a grid 
reference or What3Words reference for an 
isolated rural location. 

Remain as calm as you can and pass on 
everything you think is relevant. All 999 calls 
are recorded so we can review what has been 
said after the call.   

You may be asked to remain on the line and 
provide a commentary on what you are seeing. 
Again, it’s important to remain calm and not to 
do anything to compromise your own safety.   

Remember, always consider your own safety 
first and an early call to the police with the 
right information gives us the best chance of 
catching the perpetrators.  

Making a call to us is important, even if it turns 
out to be a false alarm or innocent activity, we 
would rather be called with good intent than 
not called at all.  

If you suspect it – report it. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

            

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

What?, Where?, 
When?, Who?, How? 

Head to foot 
description 

Accent, names used, 
what was said? 

• Noticeable tattoo’s 
• Distinguishing features,  
• Identifiable clothing, 

gloves, or footwear 

Vehicle description: 
• Registration number 
• Make 
• Model 
• Distinguishing features – 

aerials, spotlights, stickers, 
noisy exhaust etc. 

Stay safe – remain calm, be clear 
and concise, listen to the 
operator.  

STAY SAFE 

Information to remember / note as 
a witness: 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Spring Feature – Bird of Prey Persecution  

In this issue of our newsletter, we aim to raise 
awareness of the problem of persecution of bird 
of prey species. This is classed as wildlife crime 
and is a matter to be investigated by the police.  

The tackling of the illegal killing of birds of 
prey, (known as raptors) is a UK wildlife crime 
priority.  

Raptor persecution can be very challenging for 
the police to investigate and to prosecute. By its 
very nature it tends to occur in remote, quiet, 
sometimes private rural locations with low or no 
population. Offenders may have intimate 
knowledge of the landscape and may be well 
practised in avoiding detection.  

The police are therefore reliant on the public 
reporting suspicious activity in the countryside. 

The police also work with numerous partnership 
agencies in tackling bird of prey persecution 
including the Police National Wildlife Crime Unit, 
The Crown Prosecution Service, Natural England, 
The RSPB, The Moorlands Association and The 
National Game Keepers Association, as well as 
more local partners like Wildlife Trusts, Local 
National Trust departments, and of course 
National Park Authorities like our own Peak 
District National Park Authority.  

Historically bird of prey persecution has been 
associated with land managed for game bird 
shooting, particularly driven grouse shooting, but 
there are other areas where we see persecution 
associated with pigeon fanciers, with livestock 
protection, with egg collecting, as well as theft of 
eggs and young of birds like the Peregrine Falcon 
from the wild to feed the illegal falconry trade.   

What is bird of prey persecution?  

Bird of prey persecution can take a number of 
forms with methods like shooting, poisoning, 
trapping, nest destruction, taking eggs and chicks 
and nest disturbance. 

Shooting  

Shooting birds of prey is illegal. 

Most offences of shooting birds of prey involve 
the use of shotguns, although rifle shooting using 
powerful scopes or night vision aids is also used 
to kill perched birds at considerable distances. 

The shotgun remains the weapon of choice for 
shooting raptors, as the rapid discharge and 
spread of shot improves the chances of success.  

 

 

Images courtesy of RSPB 

 
 

 



 
 
 

Raptors are often shot at or near nests or roosting 
sites where there are more opportunities to get 
within shooting range. A number of methods may 
be used to bring raptors into shooting range, with 
a camouflaged gunman typically hidden nearby. 
These include the use of plastic decoy birds, 
tethered live birds, electronic calling devices and 
thermal imaging equipment.  

Poisoning 

Poisoning Birds of Prey is illegal.  

A range of approved pesticides can be legally used 
in strictly controlled circumstances to control 
certain animals (e.g. rats, squirrels, rabbits). 

However, the placing of poisoned baits in the open 
countryside is illegal and is a regularly used 
method to kill raptors and other predatory 
animals. It also presents a significant health risk to 
humans and animals. 

If you suspect you have found a poison or 
pesticide, or a poisoned bait, or a bird or other 
animal that may have been poisoned – DO NOT 
TOUCH it. Keep children, people and animals away 
from the area and contact the police immediately 
to report it.  

Trapping 

Various trapping methods may be used to 
catch/kill birds and mammals. 

Spring Traps – A number of metal spring traps are 
approved to kill mammal such as rodents, weasels 
and stoats. Spring traps consist of two jaws that 
are opened against a very powerful spring. A catch 
engages a pressure plate and holds the jaws open. 
Only slight force on the pressure plate is needed 
to release the catch causing the jaws to spring shut 
with considerable force. These have to be set so 
risks to non-target animals are minimised and are 
normally placed under cover with a restricted 
entrance to allow access by the target species. 
Spring traps set on post tops may be specifically 
targeting birds of prey that land and perch on 
posts. Spring traps set in this way are illegal. 

Cage Traps – Certain types of cage traps, like 
‘Larsen’ or ‘Crow / Ladder Traps’ may be used 
lawfully by land managers under a Natural England 
general licence to control pest bird species such as 
crows and magpies (Corvid species). These traps 
vary in size from a couple of feet cubed to 
structures that are large enough to walk into.  
Cage traps can be baited with a decoy bird to 
entice in target species. In such circumstances 
strict rules apply to trap management including 
the welfare of the decoy bird.  

 

Decoy owl – decoy birds can be used to attract 
birds of prey. Image courtesy of RSPB. 
 

    
  

 
 

   
 
Spring trap (or Pole Trap) – Illegal use of trap. 
(Photos courtesy of RSPB) 
 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Misuse of cage traps – Birds of Prey may 
accidentally enter cage traps being lawfully used 
for corvid control and are then opportunistically 
killed rather than being released.   

Abuse of cage traps - Cage traps are sometimes 
deliberately used to catch birds of prey. They 
may be deliberately baited with illegal decoy 
birds, typically pigeons, game birds, to entice 
them inside. Captured birds are then generally 
illegally killed.  

If you see cage traps in use in the countryside 
and are unsure whether they are legal or not – 
DO NOT TOUCH. Contact us to seek advice or 
report the matter. It is illegal to damage or 
interfere with legally set traps of any kind 
including snares. Traps not in use generally have 
their doors tied or propped open and will be 
empty.  

Nest destruction 

This involves the active destruction of nesting 
attempts by destroying nests, eggs/chicks or 
parent birds. Ground nesting raptors may have 
eggs or chicks shot or trampled. With tree 
nesting species the nests may be shot into to 
destroy eggs/chicks and/or to kill an incubating 
bird. Spring traps or poison baits may also be 
placed on or near nests to target parent birds 
and chicks. 

Taking eggs and chicks 

There is a ready market in the illegal falconry 
trade for wild taken birds of prey, either eggs or 
chicks. Peregrine Falcons are particularly sought 
after and may be sold abroad for large sums of 
money.  Significant financial gain for the 
perpetrators means birds are targeted during the 
UK breeding season.  

Egg collectors typically take eggs at an early 
stage of incubation when the eggs are easier to 
‘blow’ (empty without breaking the shell). 

Once prepared, eggs are incorporated into 
collections, these can comprise thousands of 
eggs taken over many years. This can have a very 
negative impact on the conservation status of 
rarer bird species.  

We have reported on our prevention activity in 
relation to Peregrine Falcon nest sites in 
Derbyshire Quarry sites in the previous issue of 
this newsletter. For the forthcoming breeding 
season, we will be working with our partners in 
an attempt to frustrate criminal activity.  

 

 

 
 

 

 
 
 



 
 

 

 

 
 

Policing Rural Communities 
 
The Rural Crime Team are a dedicated team with 
specific policing priorities, these being 
Agriculture, Wildlife, Heritage and Equine. These 
four areas of business are the main focus of the 
team’s engagement and proactive work however, 
the team are committed to tackling policing 
issues across all rural communities, whatever 
those issues may be. The Rural Crime Team does 
not work alone in policing the rural communities 
of Derbyshire. All areas have dedicated Safer 
Neighbourhood Teams, supported by response 
teams, investigators and support departments in 
the force. The Rural Crime Team itself provides 
specialist skills and support to this wider pool of 
resources. 
 
With this in mind, the Rural Crime Team work 
closely with a number of partners. One such 
partner being The Willow Project who have 
contributed to this newsletter.  

 

The Willow Project - Challenging 
Attitudes, Changing Lives 

The Willow Project raises awareness around rural 
domestic abuse.  We work closely with the Rural 
Crime Team to reach the people who need our 
help the most. 
Domestic abuse, sadly, is all around us. It doesn’t 
just affect people in towns and cities. It can 
happen to anyone, anywhere.  Statistics show 
that 1 in 3 women and 1 in 5 men will experience 
domestic abuse at some point in their life.  That 
means that when you go to market, or the pub or 
to a WI meeting or other group, it is more than 
likely that someone there is affected by domestic 
abuse.  
Domestic abuse isn’t always about a black eye, or 
a split lip, coercion and control is also a crime.   
So, do you have a friend who doesn’t come out as 
often as they used to or is there someone you 
know who is constantly monitored by their 
partner.  They may be a victim of coercion and 
control. 
The Willow Project is funded by the Police and 
Crime Commissioner to deliver FREE domestic 
abuse awareness training to anyone who lives or 
works in Derbyshire. We engage with the public 
to raise awareness around the different 
challenges faced by victims of domestic abuse in 
rural areas, as opposed to those faced in more 
urban settings.   

 
 

 
 
 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
Anyone who has completed our training can 
become a Willow Project Champion.  Our 
Champions help us to spread the word about 
rural abuse by delivering talks around the county 
and helping with our publicity. 
Several officers from the Rural Crime Team have 
spoken on our podcast ‘The Willow Pod’ about 
what they do and how we work together.  You 
can find our podcast here:- 
http://audioboom.com/channels/5047778  
 
If you want to learn more about rural abuse, are 
interested in our training or becoming a Willow 
Project Champion, contact The Willow Project on 
07594 088 858 or email 
e.brailsford@ruralactionderbyshire.org.uk 
 
 
 

 

Finally…. 

The Rural Crime Team are dedicated to providing 
an effective policing service to tackle rural and 
wildlife crime in all its forms and to offer 
reassurance and advice to the rural community. 

For more information or if you have any 
questions on any of the issues discussed in this 
newsletter, please don’t hesitate to contact us.  
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  
 
Instagram - Derbyshire Rural Crime Team 
Facebook - Derbyshire Rural Crime Team 
Twitter - @DerbyshireRCT  
Email - DRCT@derbyshire.police.uk 
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