Quarndon Community Group
December 2020 Newsletter
2020 Résumé
How to summarise 2020? ‘Difficult and unusual’ would be a start. Even the weather has been
strange this year – from the beautiful fine Spring, a boon for people having their first taste of
lockdown, all the way through to a very wet autumn and winter.
The year started out normally with a busy calendar of events
planned. The picture shows Charles Hanson at the Auction of
Promises on 24th January. The event was organised by
Quarndon Events and Blooming Quarndon. The money raised
was used to fund the flowers in baskets on lampposts through
the village over the summer and early autumn.
Then came Covid-19 with the lockdown and varying levels of
restrictions. Many people were forced to work from home and
travelling was much reduced. Many events have been
cancelled, in particular the normally busy Village Hall has been
quiet since March apart from the Pre-school. Barn Close play
area was temporarily closed. The telephone box library went
into self-isolation; it is back now with safety guidance including the quarantining of donated
and handled books.
This year Quarndon has laced up its boot and got walking, with residents discovering anew
the accessible pleasures of the village’s footpaths. You might have seen the walks on the
website. These downloadable walks https://www.quarndon-pc.gov.uk/walking-aroundquarndon.html are proving very popular. If you’ve not yet tried any, try church-rd-fields-toeast.pdf , a short walk through the centre of the village.
More walkers means more eyes on the footpaths, so Giant Hogweed near footpath 11 didn’t
go unnoticed for long, and QPC was quickly able to get its unwelcome presence notified.
Quarndon Parish Council and several other community
groups got together to arrange a network of volunteers
(Quarndon Support Group) to help residents, particularly
those who were self-isolating.
Queenies Essentials first came into being in response to the
Coronavirus crisis with its resulting lockdown and food supply
problems, with Rebecca transforming her tearoom into the
village hub for the collection and delivery of essentials.
Socially distanced commemorations of VE Day in May were
perforce muted, but it was possible to socialize over garden
hedges.
June saw Quarndon fill with flowers, on lamp posts, in tubs, in
hanging baskets. The dedicated team from suppliers
Plantscape put the plants in place on the evening of
Wednesday 24th June, so the village woke up next morning to
Blooming Quarndon. Generous donations by residents and
fundraising by Quarndon Events helped to make Blooming
Quarndon 2020 a floral joy.

www.quarndon-village.org.uk

Page 1 of 7

Quarndon Community Group
December 2020 Newsletter
As a further move to brighten up the village wildflower
meadows were created on Montpelier roundabout and the
verges. In 2021 it is hoped to transform more verges in the
village to mini wildflower meadows. Residents will be
invited to take part.

Scarecrows delighted the whole village in July. The
Scarecrow Trail gave so many people the opportunity to
walk, chat and reconnect, chuckling at the inventiveness of
the creations adorning front gardens from Park Nook to
Kedleston Road. The winner was ‘The NHS against
Coronavirus’. The well-equipped scarecrow in scrubs was
surrounded by Allium seedheads, bearing an oblique
resemblance to the Coronavirus.
Another initiative in the village was the setting up of the
Quitterpickers. Lockdown meant the planned March litter
pick had to be postponed. Litter has become an increasingly
noticeable issue this year, affecting beauty spots
nationwide. Supplied with litter pickers, high-vis tabards
and a stock of Amber Valley bin bags fifteen residents
scoured the village for litter on Saturday 18th July, coming
up with an all-too-good haul. They have continued their
excellent work around the village since then, with more
villagers joining their ranks.
No village fireworks this year, but all the more to look forward to in 2021.
Sadly, Quarndon has suffered from a degree of anti-social behaviour this year, including the
defacement of the Topograph with spray paint, other criminal damage, a thankfully failed arson
attempt on St Paul’s and some attempts at break-ins. Keep vigilant: please report your
suspicions to the Police Safer Neighbourhood team on 101 and Quarndon Neighbourhood
Watch. If you have not yet signed up for Quarndon Neighbourhood Watch then send an email
to pricegerald3@aol.com. You will then receive emails about recent incidents in the village
and updates about security including the various scams taking place.
Remembrance Day this year was enhanced by all the
poppies put up in front gardens around the village. The
poppies were donated by a local resident. Residents
will be invited to do the same next year.

Summary of 2020: Difficult and unusual’: yes, but rewarding and encouraging too, with
so many uplifting initiatives across the village throughout the year.
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Quarndon Food Bank Collection 12 December
A rather chilly Saturday morning in December saw a caterpillar of people laden down with
bags of food making their way to the church hall car park to donate to the Derby City Mission
Food Bank (DCMFB). It was an amazing sight.

As the pictures show YOUR generosity was truly humbling. Thank you to all those who
donated.
From DCMFB “This year has been an incredibly challenging year for all of us. Unfortunately,
those without much have been the hardest hit. We have seen a remarkable increase in need
for food parcels and are currently issuing 200 per month. It’s our mission to support those that
would usually go hungry or potentially back into debt, by supplying food parcels for those in
greatest need. For many of our clients, this is their only source of food.”
www.derbycitymission.org.uk

Christmas Light Trail
Driving rain over the weekend of 18th to 20th December didn’t
deter the organisers and creators of the Christmas Light
Trail. There were some soggy figures, but “Home Alone” at
Park Nook ? not this Kevin!' was a well-deserved winner.
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Christmas Lights
There are some splendid
arrays of Christmas lighting
around the village this year.

Part of display outside Curzon School
Lights on the large tree
(Quarndon Parish Council)

Big Energy Saving Winter
Derbyshire Districts Citizens Advice will be helping
people reduce their energy bills and save money as part
of the Big Energy Saving Winter campaign
Local staff and volunteers will be supporting local people to follow three simple steps to
prepare for the winter ahead.
Check to see if they are eligible for discounts, grants and support
Switch their tariff or energy supplier to get the best deal
Save money by becoming more energy efficient
Derbyshire Districts Citizens Advice will be sharing the message on the check, switch, save
campaign through bigenergysavingwinter, virtual outreach sessions and on social media.
The next virtual outreach session is scheduled for Wednesday, January 20th at 10am. For
more information on this or the campaign, please visit email ian.mckinley@ddcab.org.uk.
This year, Big Energy Saving Winter is also calling on energy super savers - who have made
savings to their own bills - to help their relatives, friends and neighbours to check, switch and
save on their energy bills. To find out more, visit bigenergysavingwinter to access free
resources and advice.
Ian McKinley, Regional Energy Lead at Derbyshire Districts Citizens says:
“With many people using more energy than normal it is crucial that no-one is paying more than
they need to for their energy - switching energy suppliers is one of the quickest ways for us all
to make sure we’re not paying more than we need to. But we also make sure people are
getting any extra grants and benefits they might be entitled to and to look at ways to make
people’s homes more energy efficient.”
Please email ian.mckinley@ddcab.org.uk for further information.
Twitter: @dd_cab

Facebook: CitizensAdviceDerbyshireDistricts
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Speedwatch
Speedwatch was halted, then carefully reinstated. Currently the Quarndon Speedwatch team
are waiting for distancing regulations to allow them to restart, but they’ll be back! For more
information or to join, see https://www.quarndon-pc.gov.uk/community-speedwatch.html

Wear High-Visibility Clothing
While it is frustrating that Highways say Quarndon doesn’t have enough accidents to warrant
doing anything about traffic speed, it would be worse if the village suddenly had a spate of
accidents.
It’s great that so many people are walking and cycling about the village at the moment but
have you noticed how difficult it is to see people in the dark?
Until you are driving and suddenly come across walkers or runners dressed in dark colours –
or even lighter colours - you don’t realise just how necessary it is to wear something hi vis –
like a tabard. Especially where there are no pavements.
Whenever you go out in the dark on foot or on a bike remember to wear hi vis – the difference
is amazing.

Possible Events in 2021
Quarndon Events have been thinking about possible Covid appropriate events for 2021
following the success of the Scarecrow Trail this summer and the Christmas Lights Trail in for
December.
So far, we have come up with a Poetry Trail; footpath walks; a Treasure Hunt; and a Spring
Flowers Trail or Virtual Spring Gardens (with photos on the website).
Another idea is a “Poetry Trail” (idea from various local railway bridges) for Quarndon – maybe
spring 2021?
If you have any ideas or queries then contact Isobel via qcg@quarndon-village.org.uk

Broadband Update
You will probably have seen OpenReach vans around the village over the last few months.
Work is going on to install fibre along the roads – both strung along between telegraph poles
and, where there are no poles, along ducts underground.
So, we know that Quarndon will have improved broadband eventually. The really frustrating
thing is the difficulty of getting any clear information about timescales. The Parish Council will
continue to work with Digital Derbyshire.

Kedleston Grange Development
The Parish Council is keen that potential disruption and inconvenience to Quarndon residents
as a consequence of the projected eight years of construction work at the Kedleston Grange
site should be kept to a minimum. There are still serious concerns about the risk of flooding to
houses both in the area and downstream.
Diversions are in place so that heavy vehicles do not come through Quarndon village but there
are frequent delays on Kedleston Rd near the site. Work on the roundabout at the junction
with Askerfield Avenue is due to start next Spring.
So, please, if you have concerns as a result of the construction works, let us know and we will
follow it up where appropriate. Please contact clerk@quarndon-pc.gov.uk
www.quarndon-village.org.uk
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Is Quarndon going to bloom in 2021?
Did you enjoy the flowers in the lamppost baskets
and roadside planters in summer 2020?
To achieve the same for 2021 we need to collect
some funds. Also, if we are to make this a yearly
enhancement the village needs to have a selfsustaining approach.
The baskets will go on the same lamp posts as
these are the approved ones and the brackets have
been left in place. These lamp posts have been
tested and assessed as safe.

Quarndon Events would like residents to make donations please. The Parish Council will
donate and Quarndon Events have earmarked some funds too. Together we should be able
to raise the necessary amount.
To give you an idea of costs: a lamppost basket plus maintenance is about £50 and a roadside
planter plus maintenance can be anything from £100 to £400 depending on the number of
tiers. BUT DONATIONS OF ANY VALUE ARE WELCOME.
To give you an idea of costs: a lamppost basket plus maintenance is about £50 and a roadside
planter plus maintenance can be anything from £100 to £400 depending on the number of
tiers. BUT DONATIONS OF ANY VALUE ARE WELCOME.
If a business wishes to sponsor a basket or planter
they have the choice to pay for a plaque with their
name on it. If you have questions or comments
please email Quarndon Community Group at:
qcg@quarndon-village.org.uk
Please make your donations by BACS :
QUARNDON EVENTS
Sort code: 09-02-22 Account: 10842560
using reference Bloom21
Orders have to be in around the end of January, so
we need donations before then please. If we get
more funding than we need for 2021, we will hold any
surplus over for 2022. Thanks for your help,
Quarndon Events and Quarndon Community Group
look forward to your donations and to

Blooming Quarndon 2021!
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Happy Christmas to All
Virtually all our Christmas cards this year said something along the lines of ‘Let’s hope for
better times in 2021’. That seems a good note to finish.
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------Material for the newsletter is provided by QCG Steering Group members. Contributions to the
next edition are welcome – please contact QCG@quarndon-village.org.uk
The Quarndon Support Group evolved into the Quarndon Community Group (QCG) in July.
The original mutual help network remains a key objective, but the QCG has a long-term role
beyond Covid-19, to work together in Quarndon on objectives that include:
1. Promoting use of local suppliers (particularly for food and other essentials) during the
2.
3.
4.
5.

Covid-19 pandemic;
Environmental, recycling, and renewable energy projects;
Promotion of walking and cycling;
Wildlife protection and habitat enhancement; and
A “Repair Shop”

We would welcome additional ideas, for both short and long-term objectives for the QCG.
Please send these to: qcg@quarndon-village.org.uk

Contacts:
www.quarndon-pc.gov.uk (alias www.quarndon-village.org.uk) - website
QCG@quarndon-village.org.uk - contact the Quarndon Community Group
web@quarndon-pc.gov.uk - information for the website
chairman@quarndon-pc.gov.uk - contact the Quarndon Parish Council
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