Quarndon Community Group
November 2020 Newsletter
Some highlights
In this second Covid-19 lockdown there’s little happening in the village with the Village Hall
and Church closed. It’s not entirely quiet because the Curzon School and Pre-school Group
are still very active. Also we have Christmas coming up; lights have been appearing around
the village to cheer us all up. See ‘Christmas Events’ for planned events in December.
See the inspiring and true story of Nanny Fowkes.
Finally, ensure that your computers and other equipment are secure when online shopping or
working from home. See the ‘Safe Online’ section below.

Remembrance
Many thanks to those of you who
put the poppies up in their
gardens and for contributions
you have made to the Royal
British Legion (RBL).
There
were 83 poppies spread around
the village, which is pretty
impressive.
It was rather a rush for the Parish
Council to get the poppies ready
and distributed in time, but it’s
been a great success. I would
like to thank the resident (who
wishes to remain anonymous) for their generosity in providing the poppies for the residents of
Quarndon. There has been lots of feedback from people expressing their appreciation and
asking for their thanks to be passed on.
It was particularly important this year that the Parish should made an effort for Remembrance.
The Royal British Legion says:
“With thousands of poppy collectors unable to sell poppies locally and many fundraising events
cancelled, we are relying on the British public to give as generously as possible this year,
because every poppy counts”.
Our understanding is that the poppies can be left in place for up to two weeks after
Remembrance Sunday, making it by Wednesday 25th November. However, I’m sure that it
won’t matter if you wish to leave your poppy up longer!
We plan to repeat the exercise next year. After you take the poppy down do please keep it
and put it up again next year. If anyone missed out this year there will be more poppies
available for 2021.
The Parish Council laid a wreath at the War memorial on Remembrance Sunday.

Safe Online
With people doing more of their shopping online, especially for Christmas this year, it’s worth
spending some time protecting your family and your computer from fraud. For a useful guide
providing helpful tips on how to avoid being a victim please visit getsafeonline.org
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Bunkers Hill and Topograph
When you visit the topograph and the ‘viewing’ area on Bunkers Hill please keep to the
permissive footpaths to the site as shown on the signs at each end of the hill. The owner of
the land (Kedleston Estate) has made it clear that they will take action if people continue to
use ‘unofficial’ paths.
The bench on Bunkers Hill has had to be removed because it has been damaged beyond
repair. You are still welcome to admire the view but please take your rubbish home.

Christmas Events
Quarndon Christmas Lights Trail 2020
The poster below promoting a Quarndon Christmas Light Trail for 2020 has already been
circulated. Please take part if you wish to. The dates specified are to ensure that registered
displays are available for judging. However, it’s great to see that some lights are up already
– adding some much-needed cheer to the Parish now that the nights have drawn in.
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Carols on the Doorstep
A national “Carols on the Doorstep” event is being arranged by the Christian radio station
www.premierchristianradio.com
for
Sunday 20th December at 5.30pm to sing
four well known carols from doorsteps
across the country. This radio station is
also available on your TV on Freeview
channel 725. How about exercising your
carol singing voice in a Covid-safe way on
the 20th? See carolsonthedoorstep.co.uk
for more details and a carols song sheet.
St Paul’s Church
The reopening of Church is an unknown. However, there will definitely be a service on
Christmas Day at 10am. Should the Church be open the service will be Holy Communion
delivered in a safe socially distanced manner in the building. If the Church is closed there will
be a 10am service online which will be accessed via the St Paul’s Church website. If people
wish to follow a service but cannot access it online, then resource materials will be available.
See St Paul’s Contact details
Curzon School Christingle
Christingle in a Bag is an initiative where the components parts of a Christingle are being
bagged up and handed to every child at Curzon School next week. This is an annual event
in the Church calendar held as a fund raising effort for the Children’s Society.

Possible Events in 2021
Quarndon Events have been thinking about possible Covid appropriate events for 2021
following the success of the Scarecrow Trail this summer and the Christmas Lights Trail
planned for December. Any ideas would be most welcome.
So far, we have come up with a Poetry Trail; footpath walks; a Treasure Hunt; and a Spring
Flowers Trail or Virtual Spring Gardens (with photos on the website).
If you want to take part in the latter, the online plant and bulb companies are trying to clear
their stocks of spring bulbs, there are some real bargains to be had and it is not too late to
plant them in December. If you have a shady corner under a tree where you thought nothing
would grow, how about some bulbs?
If you have any ideas or queries then contact Isobel via qcg@quarndon-village.org.uk

Quarndon Quitterpickers - Have Litterpicker, will travel
We know that as well as being unsightly litter causes harm, to wildlife, to people and to beauty
spots like Bunkers Hill. Keep Britain Tidy’s ‘Top 10’ offenders from their 2017/18 survey are:
1. Smoking related litter
2. Confectionery packs
3. Soft drink bottles and cans
4. Fast-food related
5. Alcoholic drinks bottles and cans
6. Packaging
7. Snack packs
8. Vehicle parts
9. Discarded food and drink
10. Clothing
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Keeping a weather eye on litter in the village, the Quitterpickers, a group of enthusiastic and
effective village volunteer gatherers of litter came into being after the first lockdown, when, like
many other places, Quarndon was the unwilling destination for far more litter than usual. A
socially distanced litter pick in July gave the village a good clean up. We’ll organise another
village litter pick in Spring 2021. Volunteers also each individually take care of a section of
the village, striving to clean up on a frequent basis.
More volunteers are welcome, as we discover new places where litter lurks, like the recently
upgraded Village Hall car park. Please contact web@quarndon-pc.gov.uk for more
information and to join. Quarndon Parish Council supplies volunteers with easy-to-use litter
pickers and plastic sacks to help corral the bottles and cans, sweet wrappers, coffee cups and
the odd abandoned shoe, glove, or hub cap.

Broadband
All properties in the village now have broadband using Fibre to the Cabinet (FTTC). This gives
properties on the Allestree exchange (55…numbers) reasonable broadband speeds of about
30 Mbps (Megabits Per Second). However, most properties linked to the Duffield exchange
(84…numbers) have far lower speeds because of the longer distances from cabinets.
Significantly improved speeds require the installation of fibre to the properties (FTTP).
The Parish Council has contacted Digital Derbyshire over several years to ask for
improvements with limited success, although the situation is now improving.
The two exchanges are being treated differently. For the Allestree exchange BT Openreach
has a commercial approach without funding from Digital Derbyshire. FTTP is being made
available to some areas such as Park Nook.
The Duffield exchange has a lower priority, but Digital Derbyshire are funding BT Openreach
to improve speeds. FTTP will be provided to houses on Burley Lane from Burley Grange
downwards over the next few months. No further work is planned for the Quarndon area under
the current Digital Derbyshire programme, but It is hoped that a future programme will provide
full fibre broadband to the remaining areas.
The Parish Council will continue to push for broadband improvements.

Kedleston Grange Development
The Parish Council is keen that potential disruption and inconvenience to Quarndon residents
as a consequence of the projected eight years of construction work at the Kedleston Grange
site should be kept to a minimum.
We met with Miller Homes six weeks ago and secured an undertaking that the village of
Quarndon would be excluded from the ‘designated haul routes’ for both Miller Homes vehicles
and those of suppliers and subcontractors visiting the site. We asked for the earliest possible
‘heads up’ of future road blockages, diversions and closures, which we will publicise using the
website, community newsletter and our databank of residents’ private email addresses.
The meeting was very positive and they seemed keen to take action to help minimise potential
problems, as well as to keep communications open, offering to respond to concerns and to be
ready to meet again if issues did arise.
So, please, if you have concerns as a result of the construction works, let us know and we will
follow it up where appropriate. Please contact clerk@quarndon-pc.gov.uk
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Amber Valley Borough Council (AVBC) Local Plan – 2020 Call for Sites
The Local Plan is AVBC’s plan for development of the Borough. It guides decisions on whether
planning applications will be granted and must be consistent with the National Planning Policy
Framework (NPPF). The Quarndon Neighbourhood Plan, which came into effect in 2018,
provides planning policies specifically for the Parish of Quarndon consistent with the NPPF
and the AVBC Local Plan.
AVBC’s Local Plan was adopted in 2006 and was intended to remain in effect until 2011, when
it should have been replaced by a new Local Plan. However, the required new Local Plan has
been subject to multiple delays, most recently in Sept 2019, when the AVBC leadership
decided to withdraw the latest version of Local Plan that was in preparation.
In the absence of an up to date Local Plan, the planning policies from the “saved” 2006 Local
Plan remain in effect. This leaves the Borough vulnerable to ad hoc development as and
when landowners and developers put forward sites on which to build housing.
AVBC, since Sept 2019 has been creating a new Local Plan, which is aimed to be ready for
adoption in March 2023 and will cover the period to 2038. As part of the process of creating
this new Plan, AVBC have issued a 2020 “call for sites”. This is an invitation for landowners
and developers to put forward areas of land that they suggest should be allocated for housing.
AVBC will consider the suitability of these areas and decide if they should be allocated for
housing in the new Local Plan.
The areas put forward so far in and around Quarndon are shown on the maps below:

All the sites put forward across the whole of Amber Valley can be seen here:
info.ambervalley.gov.uk/GeoFeeds
Tick the “Call for Sites 2020” in the list of display options down the right-hand side of the map
to display. You can move the map to show different areas. You may need to zoom in to see
the smaller sites.
AVBC’s published timetable for the new Local Plan sets a date of March 2021 for Council
approval of the draft Plan, followed by a 6-week public consultation in April/May 2021. The
Quarndon Parish Council will ensure that residents are alerted when this consultation takes
place, so can comment if desired.
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A true story about Nanny Fowkes who lived in Quarndon
From ‘Allestree Hall’ by local writer Megan Boyes published in 1983

Two centuries ago, a woman known as Nanny Fowkes was the gardener at Allestree Hall.
She must have been a truly remarkable woman:
“One elderly servant employed by William Evans at the time succeeded in getting a place in
local history for herself. Despite the fact that she had reached a great age, old Nanny Fowkes
was still employed as a gardener up at the Hall. Hearing that her son had been charged with
assault and was coming up for trial at the Old Bailey, she decided to walk to London to speak
on his behalf. Despite the fact that she was nearly ninety, she set off on her long journey on
foot through the wet and mud. Without seeking the help of her employer, she was able to
complete the journey of about one hundred and twenty miles in the remarkable time of five
days. When her son's trial opened at the Old Bailey a few days later, there she was, well
enough to rise to her feet and plead on his behalf. What is more, she did so successfully &
he was acquitted.
Then she set out on her return journey but this time she did not walk. By now the news had
reached William Evans and he sent the fare for her return by stagecoach. She returned to the
gardens of Allestree Hall, working there until her retirement eight years later. She was to live
for another five years after that in her little cottage at Quarndon, and later in Derby, dying there
in 1849, in her 103rd year. Her death was worthy of a mention in the '"Derby Mercury'" of 8th
August 1849 and according to that newspaper, she retained "all her faculties to the end."
Material for the newsletter is provided by QCG Steering Group members. Contributions to the
next edition are welcome – please contact QCG@quarndon-village.org.uk

Contacts:
www.quarndon-pc.gov.uk (alias www.quarndon-village.org.uk) - website
QCG@quarndon-village.org.uk - contact the Quarndon Community Group
web@quarndon-pc.gov.uk - information for the website
chairman@quarndon-pc.gov.uk - contact the Quarndon Parish Council
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