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Highlights  

The images above (courtesy of Keith Thomas) show some of the highlights of the village over the 

autumn and early winter. The village ‘Christmas tree’ in the Community Garden has a new set of lights 

which are permanently attached. These lights (image above) really cheer up the village.  

The autumn colours of the trees have been exceptional this year. There was a fall of snow in late 

November, somewhat of a surprise as snow rarely falls so early in the winter. It melted quite quickly 

but no doubt we will have more snow later! 

After a long absence the QUADS were back this year with their excellent production of ‘The 

Importance of being Ernest’. See the news item below. 

The Parish Council has been busy over the last few months.  One of its major projects, the Barn Close 

Recreation Area, is nearing completion. The new Trim Trail is proving very popular. New children’s 

five- a-side football goals have been installed. If you haven’t been to the area please try to visit. It’s 

for everyone – children and adults - either to have some fun or just to sit down and relax. Please don’t 

park in Barn Close.  

The Quarndon Parish Council Traffic & Transport group is working on resolving some critical road 

safety issues in the village. Further details are provided later in the newsletter. 

One interesting item of news is that Derbyshire Wildlife Trust along with Derby City and Derby 

University are planning to rewild Allestree Park. Public consultation will begin shortly followed by 

detailed planning. See derbyshirewildlifetrust.org.uk/news/proposals-rewild-allestree-park-have-

been-given-green-light-derby-city-council 

We decided not to publish a newsletter in November but instead to publish this edition in early 

December covering both November and December. The next edition will be in late January 2022. 

Please get in touch if you wish to publicise any events or activities in the newsletter or the website.  

Please contact Isobel or Clare via qcg@quarndon-village.org.uk   

Contributions to the next edition are welcome – please contact QCG@quarndon-village.org.uk 

http://www.quarndon-village.org.uk/
https://www.derbyshirewildlifetrust.org.uk/news/proposals-rewild-allestree-park-have-been-given-green-light-derby-city-council
https://www.derbyshirewildlifetrust.org.uk/news/proposals-rewild-allestree-park-have-been-given-green-light-derby-city-council
mailto:qcg@quarndon-village.org.uk?subject=Quarndon%20Events
mailto:QCG@quarndon-village.org.uk
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The Importance of being QUADS  

November saw the welcome return of QUADS to the 

Village Hall. Established since 1941, Quarndon 

Amateur Dramatic Society has performed comedy, 

farce, murder mysteries, serious and period dramas, 

staging two plays a year, in May and November, 

apart from the recent pause due to Covid-19.  Their 

lively and rib-tickling production of ‘The Importance 

of Being Earnest’ by Oscar Wilde was performed to 

highly appreciative audiences.  

Not everyone wants to tread the boards, but there are 

lots of backstage roles needed to get QUADS 

productions on the stage, whether it’s helping to 

produce staging for ‘The Scottish Play’, about a 

drama group putting on Shakespeare’s ‘Macbeth’; a 

backdrop for Alan Ayckbourne’s hilarious ‘Relatively 

Speaking’ or working on publicity, ticketing and 

refreshments. The only qualifications needed to join 

the team are enthusiasm and a willingness to get 

stuck in.  

QUADS will be auditioning soon for their next 

production, ‘Love Begins at 50’ by Raymond Hopkins 

– an hilarious, fast-paced farce, to be directed by long-time member Max Roberts.  

To find out more contact QUADS on 07755 157626 or at quarndonquads.co.uk/home-2/contact 

 
A family walk for Christmas.  

 
Over Christmas I’m sure that you will want to try the ‘Quarndon Heritage Family Walk’ recently put on 

the Quarndon Village website www.quarndon-pc.gov.uk/walking-around-quarndon. Download the 

leaflet which is a reprint of the Family Walk from ‘Quarndon Then and Now’. There‘s plenty of 

interesting information as well as some challenges for you! 

A longer version of the Family Walk will be appearing shortly on the Quarndon Village website (in time 

for Boxing Day when the bar at the Kedleston Hotel will be open for refreshments). It’s a short 4km 

circular walk through the Village and surrounding countryside accompanied by a children’s Eye Spy 

sheet. 

 

Scene from Act I. Algernon Moncrieff (Danny Duder) at 
home before the fun starts in ‘Earnest’. His butler, Lane 

(James Dean), is in attendance 

https://www.quarndonquads.co.uk/home-2/contact
http://www.quarndon-pc.gov.uk/walking-around-quarndon
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The Repair café on Saturday 4th December followed the usual 

pattern: repairers sitting chatting and drinking coffee and eating cake 

followed by a rapid influx of items. 

This time we saw a broken fan heater, a torn coat, a cushion cover 

needing a new zip, a bike in need of an MOT and brake adjustment, a set of very delicate fairy lights, 

2 vacuum cleaners, a wooden high chair…… 

Of these some were fixed straight away; a couple were 

pronounced ‘beyond help’; and the rest were taken away for 

further TLC/ investigation. 

It was an enjoyable, sociable morning which shifted a pile of 

mince pies and flapjacks and many cups of coffee. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This event was postponed from 27 Nov to avoid a clash with 

the pre-school Christmas Fayre.  There won’t be a Repair 

Café on Christmas Day!” 

See you at the next one on Saturday January 29th 10am – 

12 noon. 

NB The Repair Café is on the last Saturday of every month and is booked for the whole of 2022.  

If you would like to help as a fixer or just in general, or make some cake please contact Isobel: 

isobeljshorrock@gmail.com 

 

Planned Events in 2022 

Saturday 29th January 2022  - 60’s & 70’s Night Live Entertainment  
 

Fundraising Event for St Paul’s Building Appeal to be held in 

the Village Hall, Quarndon 7.30 – 11.00pm.  Bring your own 

drinks and nibbles.  

Tea & Coffee available  

£7.50 Tickets available from: Val Annable:  

Mobile 07973 702002 or Email: valeriejm@hotmail.co.uk 

 

 

mailto:isobeljshorrock@gmail.com
mailto:valeriejm@hotmail.co.uk
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Barn Close Recreation Ground 

It is good to see and hear of residents enjoying the Trim Trail at Barn Close. Comments and 

suggestions about the recreation ground and any other aspects of the Parish Council’s work in the 

village are very welcome.  Please send to clerk@quarndon-pc.gov.uk 

Some recent comments about the new equipment 

‘Being enjoyed by adults and children alike…appreciated…thank you 

My kids love it…especially the monkey bars… 

Using the pull up bars as a regular part of a weekly fitness regime.. 

A great job…thank you’ 

A bike rack, trimmed shrubs and a litter and dog waste bin don’t sound very glamorous additions but 

they add a lot to the site’s convenience for visitors. The children’s five-a-side’ football goals are now 

in place. The nets will be fitted once the weather permits. No more running across the field to retrieve 

your football after you’ve scored a great goal! 

Photographs of people enjoying the Trim Trail and play 

equipment are very welcome for the Barn Close Hall of 

Fame. See www.quarndon-pc.gov.uk/barn-close-

recreation-field.html for examples. Photographs of the bike 

rack being used would be great as well. Send your photos 

(with the subject or their parent/carer's permission) 

to web@quarndon-pc.gov.uk 

 

 

 

Message from Gez Kinsella – your Green Party County Councillor 

With Christmas around the corner, I hope you and your families and friends enjoy a happy and safe 

Christmas.  Lots of people find Christmas difficult or lonely, and I wish you all the very best.  It’s been 

a pleasure representing you since May this year, and I look forward to working with you and keeping 

you up to date in 2022. 

Updates from the Derbyshire County Council (DCC) Full Council meeting  

I asked the following questions at the DCC Full Council Meeting held on 1 Dec 2021: 

1. When can residents expect a better response when reporting service requests?  

The answer was vague and did not appear to address the need to improve systems, staff 

retention and recruitment.  

2. Will the DCC Pension Fund urgently consider disinvesting in Fossil fuels?  

It was answered that a balanced approach is being taken, with a reduced dependency on 

fossil fuels and increases in sustainable energy investment.   

My post COP26 motion asked the DCC Administration to ensure that implementation of the Climate 

Strategy is the responsibility of all employees, teams, and services, not just that of the Climate Change 

team.  I also asked for a more joined up approach with partners (particularly districts, towns, and 

parish councils).  Central to this was genuine and meaningful engagement on the Strategy. 

Leader of the Council, Cllr Lewis responded by saying DCC is doing all the above and more and had 

Cllr Kinsella been asleep during this time!  The motion was defeated. 

Continued next page 

mailto:clerk@quarndon-pc.gov.uk
http://www.quarndon-pc.gov.uk/barn-close-recreation-field.html
http://www.quarndon-pc.gov.uk/barn-close-recreation-field.html
mailto:web@quarndon-pc.gov.uk
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2022/23 Highways Capital Programme 

I consulted with Quarndon Parish Council on works they would like to see included in the 2022/23 

programme.  The following were put forward: 

• Pavement extension on Church Road to make a safe crossing point south of the Joiners. 

• Signed only 20mph speed limits where people live. 

• Improvements to the Markeaton Stones bridleway. 

• A shared use walking/cycling path by Kedleston Road to the North Lodge Park entrance. 

Realistically, it is unlikely that any of these will get funded, but from a total of 64 councillors I was one 

of only 15 who responded to Highways’ consultation! 

 

Jane Orton, Amber Valley Borough Councillor 

Dear Residents  

In the overall scheme of government, national and local, there is relatively little to report this month at 

Borough Council level. The Council did however make the national newspapers and TV for an 

initiative to teach kick-boxing to help women's self-defence. 

In partnership with Derbyshire Kickboxing, Amber Valley Borough Council is  providing an opportunity 

for women and girls to learn self defence techniques to help empower and provide skills to improve 

personal safety. Derbyshire Kickboxing are running classes on practical self defence techniques. All 

the current classes are full, but you can still use the website to go onto a waiting list for further classes 

in the New Year www.ambervalley.gov.uk/personalsafetyclasses   

Another scheme I would like to mention is Read Easy. This is a scheme to help adults learn to read. 

Many adults in England either can’t read at all or struggle with this most basic requirement for 

everyday life. Read Easy Derby & District is a local voluntary organisation that helps adults learn to 

read via free, confidential, one to one support.  You might well think that there will not be much need 

for this in Quarndon, and if so you may well be right. However, Read Easy  are  looking for volunteer 

reading coaches. If you think you might be ready and able to help please go to the following link on 

the Amber Valley Council Website, www.ambervalley.gov.uk/community/read-easy/ 

 

Hedgehog Haven 

Quarndon has 4 new residents residing on The Common; 

Gabby, Wilma, Guy, and Gus.  Sallyanne Greenwood 

rescued these cuties and put out an appeal in last month’s 

newsletter for suitable release sites in the village.  

They now reside at number 12 in suitable wooden hedgehog 

houses and are fed daily to ensure their weight remains high 

enough to sustain them through their hibernation months.  

So, now it is time for their long nap.  However, they may pop 

out from time to time during hibernation so, if you wish to 

encourage hedgehogs in your garden, leave a little food out 

just in case.  More details on how to care for hedgehogs can 

be found on www.helpwildlife.co.uk/rescues/0825 (click on 

the “Advice Portal” at the top of the page).  Alternatively, if 

you find an injured or ill hedgehog contact Derby Hedgehog 

Rescue Centre.  Wilma 

http://www.ambervalley.gov.uk/personalsafetyclasses
https://www.ambervalley.gov.uk/community/read-easy/
http://www.helpwildlife.co.uk/rescues/0825


QCG/QPC Newsletter December 2021                                                   Page 6 of 8 

 

 

Road Gritting Routes in Quarndon 

Now that winter seems to have arrived, a reminder that you can get up to date information on when 

the roads in Quarndon were last gritted on the Derbyshire County Council website: 

https://apps.derbyshire.gov.uk/applications/latest-winter-update 

The map on this DCC web page shows the 

gritting routes.   

Red is for primary routes, which include 

Burley Lane, Church Road, and Kedleston 

Road towards Weston Underwood.   

Pink for secondary routes, which include 

The Common and Cumberhills; these are 

gritted at lower priority and less frequency.  

Woodlands Lane is gritted by Derby City 

Council. 

If you click on any of the roads on the map 

on the Council’s website, information on 

when the route was last gritted is provided.   

 

 

 

Road Safety in Quarndon 

The Quarndon Parish Council (QPC) Traffic & Transport group continues to push for known road 

safety issues to be addressed.  Gez Kinsella set up a meeting on 3 Nov 2021 outside the Joiners with 

two Derbyshire County Council (DCC) Highways dept representatives, a member of QPC, and an 

additional local resident to discuss four key issues: 

1. Improving safety for pedestrians crossing the road at the Joiners 

• DCC Highways agreed to burn off/repaint the badly worn old road markings (white lines and 

SLOW signs on the road) from 97 Church Road downhill to the Derby city boundary.  This 

work should be completed by 15 Feb 2022. 

• We are very grateful to the owners of 70 Church Road who swiftly arranged pruning of their 

hedge/trees that were restricting the view from the crossing point of traffic coming downhill.  

DCC plan to cut back vegetation on the bank opposite the Joiners, where it is owned by them, 

to improve the view of traffic coming uphill. 

• DCC concluded that the best option to make the crossing point significantly safer would be to 

extend the pavement on the west side about 100m further south.  This would require legal 

work on land ownership and a retaining wall to be constructed.  The estimated cost of this is 

around £200,000, which is unlikely to get funded. 

Continued next page 

 

 

https://apps.derbyshire.gov.uk/applications/latest-winter-update
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2. Parking on the road/pavement outside the Joiners 

• In 2017, DCC proposed central double white lines on the 

road through the Joiners bends to prohibit overtaking and 

make roadside parking there an offence.  However, this 

never got DCC funding priority.   

• DCC now favour double yellow lines.  Implementing this 

can be linked to a scheme already planned for Duffield in 

early 2022.   

The Quarndon Parish Council unanimously supported this 

proposal at the QPC meeting on 22 Nov 2021. 

• Note that any parking considered dangerous, or that causes an obstruction to the safe use of 

the highway (which includes pavements and verges), is an offence under the Road Traffic Act 

1988.  Such instances should be reported to the police on their non-emergency number 101 

and may incur licence penalty points.   

3. School Safety Zone parking 

• The “SCHOOL – KEEP - CLEAR” safety zone outside the school was advisory only.  At the 

QPC meeting on 22 Nov 2021, a proposal from DCC for a Traffic Regulation Order to make it 

an offence to park, or drop off/pick-up, within the marked safety zone was unanimously 

supported. 

4. 20mph Speed Limits 

• The Traffic & Transport Group continues to seek support from DCC and our MP, Sarah Dines, 

for 20mph speed limits where people live throughout Derbyshire.   

• The Conservative manifesto for the May 2021 DCC elections promised to Invest in a Cleaner, 

Greener, More Vibrant Economy, including 20mph zone trials in two towns in Derbyshire to 

promote clean air and cycling benefits, making them "Green Towns."  DCC’s latest feedback 

is that; “This work is still in development though it is hoped that we will be able to provide 

further information on this initiative later this year.” 

Amber Valley Borough Council Local Plan – Spatial Strategy Options Consultation 

AVBC have summarised the responses made to their Aug/Sep 2021 consultation on spatial strategy 

options for scale/distribution of housing and economic growth, as part of the preparation of the new 

AVBC Local Plan. 

The consultation’s aim was to get the input of Amber Valley residents and other stakeholders on how 

much new housing and land for business developments is required in the Borough from 2021 to 2038, 

and where in the Borough these developments should be located. 

AVBC received 712 responses.  The results tabulated below show the percentage of respondents in 

favour of each option: 

Scale of provision: 

A. Meet the minimum requirement for housing need and economic growth. 52% 

B. Make more provision than the minimum. 8% 

C. Make less provision than the minimum. 34% 

  Note: Totals less than 100% because not all respondents selected an option for scale of provision. 

Continued next page 
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Location of provision: 

1. Concentrate growth around the Derby urban area not in Green Belt. 56% 

2. Disperse growth in/around villages/settlements not in Green Belt. 24% 

3. New settlement(s) and/or significant extensions to existing urban areas, villages, and 

other settlements not in Green Belt. 

27% 

4. Concentrate growth in/around Alfreton, Belper, Heanor & Ripley, and around Derby.  

With Green Belt boundary changes and deletion of some land from Green Belt. 

21% 

Note: Totals to more than 100% because respondents could select multiple options. 

Perhaps the most significant point for Quarndon residents is the popularity of Option 1 for the location 

of development in Amber Valley from 2021 to 2038.  This will put pressure on AVBC to include policies 

in their new Local Plan that focus built development in the areas of Amber Valley adjacent to the 

Derby urban area, which are likely to include Quarndon, Duffield, Markeaton and Mackworth where 

they are not in Green Belt.   

AVBC’s 11-page summary of the results, including some discussion of the options is available here: 

docviewer.aspx (ambervalley.gov.uk) 

 

St Paul’s Church  

St Paul’s Church services over Christmas  
Sunday 19th  4pm Carols by Candlelight 

Friday 24th 4pm Christmas Story 

                      11.15pm First Communion of Christmas  

Please see the earlier item about the fund-raising event on Saturday 

29th Jan 2022. 

For more details about services and church activities please see the 

website www.stpaulsquarndon.org.uk                                                                                                    

For more information on our work with children and families please 

contact Anna via stnickschildrensworker@gmail.com 

 

 

Quarndon Village website www.quarndon-pc.gov.uk 

(alias www.quarndon-village.org.uk) brings you 

information about local groups and services, up-to-

date news about planning issues and applications, 

plus Parish Council documents to keep you au fait with events affecting all of us in the village.  

Information, suggestions, ideas, photographs, drawings about village events; in fact, contributions 

from residents - of all ages - are warmly welcomed. Contact us at web@quarndon-pc.gov.uk 

Contacts:  

QCG@quarndon-village.org.uk - contact the Quarndon Community Group 

web@quarndon-pc.gov.uk        - information for the website  

clerk@quarndon-pc.gov.uk       - contact Quarndon Parish Council  

https://info.ambervalley.gov.uk/docarc/docviewer.aspx?docguid=95a7f221eb844c1f92503ca527152621
https://www.stpaulsquarndon.org.uk/
file:///C:/Users/Matthew/Documents/quarndon/QCG/Newsletter/Newsletters/stnickschildrensworker@gmail.com
http://www.quarndon-pc.gov.uk/
http://www.quarndon-village.org.uk/
mailto:web@quarndon-pc.gov.uk
mailto:QCG@quarndon-village.org.uk
mailto:web@quarndon-pc.gov.uk
mailto:clerk@quarndon-pc.gov.uk
https://www.quarndon-pc.gov.uk/

