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 Quarndon: A family walk
(Questions & answers in blue italics)

Before you start 

Remember the Green 

Cross Code:

• Think first ... find the safest place to cross then stop
• Stop ... stand on the pavement near the kerb
• Use your eyes and ears ... look all around for traffic and listen
• Wait until it’s safe to cross ... if traffic is coming, let it pass
• Look and listen ... when it is safe, walk straight across the road
• Arrive Alive ... keep looking and listening for traffic while you

cross

And please observe the Country Code:

• Enjoy the countryside and respect its life and work
• Guard against all risk of fire
• Keep dogs under close control
• Keep to public paths across farmland
• Use gates and stiles to cross fences, hedges and walls
• Always close gates after you
• Leave livestock, crops and machinery alone
• Take all litter home
• Help to keep all water clean

Please note:

There are ramps up to the 
Old Churchyard.

Church Rd has a gradual 
incline.

From Montpelier to the 
Topograph is 450 m, approx. 
Plus 2 stiles & a sloping field.

• Protect wildlife, plants and trees

As you walk through the village, look out for lions! How many can you spot?

Start your walk at the Old Chapel on Church Road, near Old Vicarage Lane.

(For more information see Chapter 2: Quarndon’s Chapel)

• Be careful! Uneven ground.
• Yew and ivy - don’t touch! These plants are poisonous.
• Don’t walk on or between the graves.

Quarndon’s Chapel
19th century photograph

(From Church Road)

The
path
today

This is a reprint of the family walk first published in 2008 in 
'Quarndon Then and Now' by the late Bryan Harris. A few changes 

have taken place since the original walk. Can you spot them?
There are some references to 'Quarndon Then and Now'. A few copies are still 

available for residents. Please contact clerk@quarndon-pc.gov.uk
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•  What does the Chapel look like today?

This is how the Chapel tower looked when the Nave was demolished.

Because it was so entwined with ivy, the tower was left standing.

• Now go to the middle of the front row of gravestones. Look for Thomas Barton’s grave.
• What was his job?
• Thomas Barton is called ‘late’.What does this mean - ‘not on time’ or ‘dead’?
• Thomas’s wife, Eliza, was buried here too. Why do you think her surname is different?
• There is a carved anchor at the top of Thomas Barton’s gravestone. Why do you think it’s there?
• Look at Eliza Simpson’s tomb under the yew tree by the entrance to the churchyard. What animal is carved at the

top? Why was this animal chosen?
• Find the Richardson vault, built in 1871. How many bricks do you think it is lined with? How long do you think it took

to build? How much do you think it cost?

Anchor: Thomas Barton’s
gravestone Eliza Simpson’s tomb The Richardson vault

• Today, the Chapel is an ivy-covered ruin.
• Quarndon had a place of worship from the 12th century. The old Quarndon Chapel had a tower with a

turret and two bells. It was demolished in 1873-4.
• In 1821 the Churchyard was consecrated. This meant that people could be buried there.

Thomas Barton’s must have been one of the first graves.
• He was master of the Free Grammar School. 
• In 1835 Quarndon’s Free Grammar School was called a ‘respectable boarding academy for young

gentlemen’. It cost 21 guineas (£22.05) for a year’s board and lessons. The school was at Old Croft
House, 23 Church Road, across the road from the churchyard. 30 boys were taught there.

• ‘Late’ means ‘dead’.
• After Thomas’s death, she remarried. Her name changed to Sowter.
• Anchor stands for hope and being a loyal Christian.
• A lion is carved on Eliza Simpson’s tombstone. It stands for courage, nobility and God’s power. (The lion is

known as ‘the king of beasts’. A carved lion is said to guard against evil). 
• Following the death, in 1871, of William Richardson (of the leather tanning company), a family vault was

built in the Churchyard.
• The invoice from Charles Hampshire states that the work involved lining it with 2,700 bricks. It took just over 20

working days to complete and cost £11 10s 11d (£11.56p).

The Old Chapel, Church Road
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Walk up Church Road for about 400 metres. Stay on the pavement.
Just past Holly Bank Farm, look for the stone milk churn stand.

(For more information see Chapter 8, Farming in Quarndon.)

• Who used to put out the churns there? What would happen to them?
• What animals would you have seen in the field near the churn stand?
• How is milk collected from farms today?

Look across the road to Vine Cottage, Nos. 53-57 Church Road

• Can you see a structure rather like a metal shed opposite the cottages? What do you think it is?
• Why do you think the cottages (originally one cottage - see p. 84) are built at right angles to Church Road?
• What do you think passed this way?

Milk Churns

The transformer
today

‘Bobby’s Hat’
transformer

• Until World War 2, there were 12 farms in and around Quarndon. Today, only Botany Farm (off the
Common), Park Nook Farm, Bath Farm and Champion Farm (partly in Quarndon) are still working farms.

• The dairy farmer would put out the churns, to be collected by the milkman.
• Farmers raised cattle, including Friesian and Jersey cows, for milking.
• Today, milk is generally collected from farms by tanker.

• The structure is an electrical substation - one of several
in Quarndon. These are used to transform high voltage
electricity down for domestic use. (When electricity first
reached Quarndon in 1912, the supply was transformed
by a ‘Bobby’s Hat’ transformer opposite Vine Cottage).

• The cottages are built at right angles to Church Road
because Battelle’s Lane - one of Quarndon’s oldest
roads - ran in front of them on its way to The
Kedleston Hotel. 

• A coach and horses used to pass this way, going from
Derby to Manchester.

Stone Milk Churn Stand
and Battelle's Lane



Walk up the hill for 30 metres to the Chalybeate Spring

(For more information, see Chapter 10: The Chalybeate.) 

• Look carefully through the gate of the Spring. 
• What animal’s head can you see used as a spout for the spring water?
• What famous writer visited Quarndon in 1727? How do you know this by looking at the Spring?
• What famous shipwreck story did he write?
• The water temperature was about 9˚ Centigrade. How would a bath have felt?
• If the Spring was still running, what do you think Quarndon might be like today?

Walk a few metres up the hill to The Joiners’ Arms

(For more information, see Chapter 9: Quarndon’s Pubs)

• How do you think the pub got its name?
•  What animal is on the pub door?
•  What differences can you see between the

two photographs?
• How many pubs did Quarndon once have?

• You pronounce the word Chalybeate “Cal - lib - ee - at”. The name means that the water has iron in it. 
It’s a very old word that comes from chalybs, a word for ‘hard iron’ used by the ancient Romans.

• People drank the water from the lion’s head pourer.
• The castle-like structure was probably built in 1760. It had an attendant’s room, behind the door on the

left, and a bath. In 1663 the water was said to be, amongst other things, ‘good against vomitting, comforts
ye stomach, cures ye ulcers of ye bladder’.

• A plaque on the back wall states that Daniel Defoe visited the Spring in 1727. He had written the famous
shipwreck story ‘Robinson Crusoe’ in 1719. (He said about Quarndon: ‘We found...the waters good, and very
physical, but wretched lodgings and entertainment.’)

• A bath would have felt very cold! (The temperature of a warm bath is about 40˚Centigrade.)
• Children used to fill jars from the lion’s head and sell the contents for sixpence.
• A series of earthquakes stopped the flow of water from the Spring. The first earthquake was in 1863. The

flow of water finally stopped in 1956.
• If this hadn’t happened, Quarndon could have been a spa town like Bath!

• The name dates from the 1760s when The Joiners’ was frequented by craftsmen building nearby Kedleston Hall.
• There is a lion’s head knocker on the front door.
• In the old photograph, The Joiners’ is not painted; it doesn’t have an extension and the entrance is on

Church Road.
• Quarndon once had at least five pubs! They included The Pig & Whistle, The Tiger, The King’s Head (now The

Quandary on Church Road - see Chapter 16) and The William IV.
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The Chaleybeate Spring and 
the Joiners Arms



At The Joiners’ Arms, cross the road very carefully. Remember the Green Cross Code! 
Walk up the pavement until you are next to No. 101 Church Road.

The building right by the pavement is the old Butcher’s Shop.

(For more information on shops in the village, see Chapter 12: Shops, Trades and Industries.)

• The butcher sold meat very cheaply just before he closed the shop on Saturdays. Why do you think this was?
• There were marks on the east wall of 101 Church Road before it was rendered. What clues did they give about the

old butcher’s shop?

Walk up the hill towards the Curzon School

• When you get level with Holly Bank, No. 88, look across the road
at the house. Can you see a stone trough at road level? This was a
favourite drinking stop for horses pulling carts up Church Road.

• How do you think the trough was kept full?
• What animal’s head can you see on the black and white door of

the house?

101 Church Road, before
and after the east wall

was rendered.

• In the days before refrigeration, the butcher had to sell off meat before closing time on Saturday, as it would not
have kept fresh until Monday.

• On the ‘before’ photograph of 101 you can see (l to r) where the shop window, Post Office box and door used
to be.

• Stop Thief! There is a gruesome story about Quarndon’s butcher. He used to collect his meat from
Derby with his pony and trap. Several times somebody robbed him as he came back to the village in the
dark. One night he caught the thief in action. He got out his cleaver, which is a heavy knife. The thief got
away, but minus two fingers!

• The trough was filled by stream water via a pipe at the top.
• There is a lion’s head knocker on the door. (Another Lion!)
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'Stop Thief!' 
and a useful water trough



The Curzon School

(See Chapter 14: Quarndon’s Schools.)

• Look at the plaque on the Old School House wall and in
the School Crest.

• What can you see that is the same? What could be the reason?
• What does the school’s crest mean?
• What do you think it was like for the children 100 years ago

in the old school?

Walk up the hill to St. Paul’s Church

(See Chapter 19: St. Paul’s Church, and Chapter 26: Quarndon in Wartime.)

• What trees can you see in the churchyard that you saw by the ruins of the Old Chapel? Why might they be there?
• Look up at the church. What carved heads can you see on the four corners at the base of the spire? What do they

stand for?
• Look at the clock on the spire. How old do you think the clock is?
• Why do many churches have a clock?
• Where can you find five references to the First and/or Second World Wars inside and outside the Church?
• How many Quarndon servicemen lost their lives in the two World Wars?

• Yew trees have been traditionally associated with churchyards for centuries. They were sacred to the Druids and
historically have been associated with rebirth - perhaps from the ability of their branches to root if they touch the
ground. 

• The wood of this poisonous tree is renowned as the material used to make the English longbow, vital at
the Battle of Agincourt in 1415.

• The Curzon School was founded by the Reverend Alfred, 4th Baron Scarsdale, in 1859. He built the School
House in 1861.

• The ‘S’ on the wall and in the School Crest stands for ‘Scarsdale’.
• Bottom left: The Ear of Corn refers to the “quern” (hand-operated corn-grinder) of

‘Quarndon’. The Fish - like the Central Cross - denotes the School’s link with Christianity.
• Top left: This “perched parrot” must originally have been intended to represent the

Rising Popinjay in the Curzon crest. 1994 was the year the School became Grant
Maintained (until 1997).

• Top right: These are the building blocks of education. 
• Bottom right: This is the Scarsdale Coat of Arms - 1859 being the year the School

was founded.
• The School had a big open fire in the Infants’ Classroom, separate playgrounds for boys

and girls, windows nearly 2 metres above the floor, outside toilets and no electricity!The School Crest
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Curzon School 
and St. Paul's Church



Walk past St. Paul’s Church to the Church Hall

(See Chapter 24, The Village Hall)

• Look at the chimney stack at the side of the Hall. 
• What does ‘S 1913’ stand for?

Walk to Pinfold Cottage, 226 Burley Lane and look across at the wall.

(See Chapter 6: Village law, order and government)

• What was the wall in the picture part of in
the past?

• At the four corners at the base of the spire are carved heads representing the four Evangelists (Gospel-writers). 
Starting from the South-West corner, clockwise, they are: the Man (Matthew), the Lion (Mark), the Ox (Luke) and
the Eagle (John). 

• St. Paul’s clock was installed in 1897 to mark Queen Victoria’s Diamond Jubilee. (In 2004 it was upgraded to
global positioning accuracy.)

• Places where people gathered together, like churches, had a clock in the days before most people could afford their
own watch.

• References to the two World Wars are: Inside (i) Memorial in North Aisle, with (ii) Roll of Honour Book; (iii) carved
inscription in the North Choir Stalls; (iv) Brass Plate on wall behind the South Choir Stalls. Outside: (v) Memorial
Cross in the Churchyard.

• 23 Quarndon servicemen lost their lives in the two World Wars.

• ‘S 1913’ stands for ‘Built by Baron Scarsdale, 1913
• Opened in 1914 and extended and refurbished in

1965 and 2004, the Village Hall is home to many
village activities - from plays to playgroups. 

• Look at the map on the wall. It’s great for
local information.

• In medieval times there was more open
land. Sometimes people’s animals strayed
and damaged other people’s property.

• A man called a Pinder caught them and
put them in a pen called a Pinfold. The
owner had to pay a fine, usually about one
penny, to get their animal back, and pay for
any damage.

• This wall was part of Quarndon’s Pinfold.
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From St. Paul's 
to the Pinfold



Walk along the pavement towards Woodlands Lane.
The Black Cottage is on the corner on the right.

(See Chapter 12, Shops, trades and industries)

• Why was The Black Cottage popular with walkers?
• How much do you think a ginger beer or five caramels at The Black

Cottage would have cost you in old money?

Walk approximately 100 metres up Montpelier from Burley Lane and turn right at the
footpath sign. Turn right again when the path between the houses meets the main path. Follow
the footpath, behind the houses, and cross a stile. Walk past Burley Wood on your left and cross
another stile into a field. Walk up the slope  to Bunkers Hill and the Millennium Topograph.

(See Chapter 32, Major celebrations and commemorations)

Can you find:

• How far you are above sea level?
• A Cathedral?
• Robin Hood’s tree?
• Rammie’s home?

(Answers are on the Topograph plate.)

Some Quarndon Lions
There are lions at:

• The Old Churchyard
• The Chalybeate Spring
• The Joiners’ Arms
• Holly Bank’s white door
• St. Paul’s Church

See if you can spot some other lions in 
the village.

Retrace your steps back to Montpelier.
Hope you’ve enjoyed your walk. 

Time for a ginger beer!

• There was a teashop in an iron shed next to The Black Cottage
where people could buy refreshments, parkin (a kind of gingerbread)
and sweets. 

• A ginger beer or five caramels cost one penny.

The Topograph is a circular steel plate set in Derbyshire gritstone. It gives information about landmarks and
events past and present.  
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Refreshing lemonade 
and a trip to the Topograph




